PRESS RELEASE – SAPOA AWARDS
Vangate Mall, which opened in Athlone last year, has taken top honours at the 2006 South African Property Owners Association (SAPOA) Awards for Innovative Excellence in Retail Property Development. 
The award was presented at a glittering award ceremony and gala dinner which marked the culmination of this year’s SAPOA International Convention & Property Exhibition held at the ICC (International Conference Centre) in Durban from 16 to 18 May 2006.

The SAPOA awards, now in their 38th year, seek to honour those property developers and owners who, through the quality of their products, have contributed significantly to the enhancement of the industry.  More and more, this means balancing architectural design and innovation with socio-economic upliftment and job creation, according to John Truter, Chairman of the SAPOA awards committee. 

”Whilst SAPOA remains sensitive to the need for developments to be attractive, the competition is not based on architectural appeal alone. This year, judges have placed greater emphasis on economic viability, on whether the needs of both the investor and the users were met, if the development is appealing, and whether it has enhanced the location and environment”, he said.
Vangate Mall has clearly delivered on all accounts. In their citation, the Award committee commended the centre for its overall layout and design whilst applauding the developer’s commitment towards the revitalisation, growth, improved security, and upliftment of the area at large.  Vangate Mall was acknowledged for it ongoing commitment to the community, affording opportunities for job creation and empowerment on an unprecedented scale.  
Speaking on behalf of the Vangate Development Company, Chairman Mustapha Murudker said that Vangate Mall is honoured to have received the award, saying that it vindicated the Vangate Development Company’s steadfast adherence to the principles of empowerment and community engagement. 
“Roughly 75% of the contractors involved in the construction of the precinct hailed from previously disadvantaged communities within the greater Athlone area, and almost 25% of the tenants within the centre were sourced via the local communities”, he said.  

Vangate Mall is anchored by some of South Africa’s leading retailers including Woolworths, Pick n Pay, Edgars, Truworths, and Clicks; the remaining 30% is made up of a host of independent and specialised traders from the area, the most noteworthy of which is Elite supermarket.  Having traded from its Gatesville premises for over 30 years, this local retail giant has joined forces with the Spar group to create an Elite Superspar which spans over 3000m2. 
Other local institutions such as Lady Bee Delhi Diner, Hilite Interiors, Sherezad, Tasneems, and Fazliens sit alongside the likes of Cape Union Mart, Musica, Keedo, Zoom, and Spitz to create an authentic and vibrantly South African mix.

The Souk at Vangate Mall provides yet another empowering opportunity for local budding retailers, and has been referred to as the “incubator” of the centre.  Former informal traders – either from the Athlone CBD or the hawker-type stalls flanking the centre’s activity spine – are able to “graduate” to the Souk, where they can trade from semi-formal retail premises and receive on-site training and mentorship, before graduating yet further into fully fledged retail premises within the main body of the mall. 

“Vangate Mall proudly accepts this award on behalf of the people of Athlone, for it is only with their ongoing support that we can call ourselves a true centre of the community”, said Murudker.

